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Message from Monsignor René Mathieu:
(1) In some countries, on this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the
faithful are encouraged to visit the church of their baptism as an act of
thanksgiving. While this is not possible for many of us, today gives each
of us the opportunity to recall the occasion of our baptism. Offer a prayer
of thanksgiving for the people who brought you to that sacred place and
for the priest or deacon who performed the baptism. (2) This week a
contractor began installing the new door at the handicap entrance for St. Joseph
Church. While work is in progress, access through that entry may not be possible for
up to two weeks. Take note when you drive by to see what’s going on. If the “tent”
covers the entrance, consider attending Mass at Most Holy Trinity or St. Philip.
(3) During the winter when attending Mass, please take care to ensure all doors are
closed behind you! Sometimes the doors at our churches don’t close properly because
of salt, snow or ice buildup. If you find this to be the case, please alert an usher or as
you are able, take a few seconds to clear it, so to ensure a tight door seal on those cold
days. The more we are all aware of this, the more we reduce heat loss and practice
prudent use of resources. We are grateful for your care and assistance. (4) I announced
this past summer that Saint Margaret Rectory would be demolished in order to add
parking for the church next spring. That demolition took place recently. The vacant lot
should not be used for parking until the area is graded, paved with curbing, and landscape is completed next spring. Parking as usual in the existing lot is fine. (5) Here are
important dates for the 2016 Church year: Ash Wednesday (February 10), Easter
Sunday (March 27), Confirmation & First Communion for children (April 2), Ascension Thursday (May 5), Pentecost (May 15), First Sunday of Advent (November 27).
Parishioners involved in parish planning may want to note these dates in their personal
calendars. (6) The survey of parishioners announced last month will begin online on
Monday, January 18, for those of you who provided us with your email address last
month. I will provide more information next weekend about that and for those who do
not use email or do not have access to the internet. (7) One of my pleasant duties each
week is to choose a joke from the thousands collected by Monsignor Arthur Tonne,
published in 9 volumes. I purchased them at least a dozen years ago, and with their
purchase received permission to copy them as long as I cited the source. I hope you
enjoy reading them as much as I do. Msgr. Tonne was 9 weeks short of his 99th birthday when he died in 2003. He was famous for his joke-telling and once appeared on
the David Letterman Show. He wrote many other books, including collections of
wedding and funeral homilies and a biography of Chaplain Emil Kapaun (a Kansas
born Catholic priest/U.S. Army chaplain who died while a prisoner of war during the
Korean War; he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, and his cause to
sainthood is being promoted in the Diocese of Wichita). Monsignor Tonne is buried in
Pilsen, Kansas, where he served as priest. (8) Thank You of the Week: to members of
the healing profession in our community who cooperate with priests and other ministers of the Eucharist in caring for the needs of the sick. Thank you!
JOKES PRIESTS CAN TELL, Vol. 6 - Msgr. Tonne: “Do you know what today is?”
asked the wife of her husband who was hurrying off to work. Hesitating only a moment
and flashing a smile, he replied, “Sure I remember.” He didn’t propose being caught
again…forgetting the date of his wedding anniversary…so that night he returned home
with candy, flowers and a gift. His wife was overjoyed! “You see,” he said smugly,
“I did remember what day this is.” She laughed and giggled: “Honey, this is the
happiest Groundhog Day of my life.” -Catholic Quote
Confession times on Saturdays are below:
3:00 pm at Most Holy Trinity, St. Joseph & St. Margaret
3:30 pm at St. Philip

Vocations: Like Jesus, you are called God’s
beloved. Renew your baptismal commitment,
and pray for those discerning a call to priesthood
or religious life (Luke 3:15-16, 21-22).
If you think God is calling you,
call Fr. Seamus Griesbach: 207-773-6471;
email: vocations@portlanddiocese.org;
Website: www.portlanddiocese/vocations
or like us on Facebook: VocationsME.
Prayer of Intercession: For children,
may they be nurtured in faith and love,
and be encouraged to listen to God’s call,
we pray to the Lord...

Apostolate of Prayer for Priests - January 2016
10. Bishop Joseph J. Gerry OSB,
Rev. Daniel Gagnon OMI
11. V. Rev. Daniel Greenleaf,
Rev. Stephen Concannon
12. Rev. Emile Dube, Rev. Alfred Irving
13. Rev. Hilary Cameron, Rev. James Albert
14. Rev. Jack Fagan SJ, Msgr. Andrew Dubois
15. Rev. Francis Morin, V. Rev. Louis Phillips
16. Rev. C. James Martel, Rev. Robert Lariviere

Just a reminder that weekly Masses can be
viewed on cable television, Channels 3 and 85,
every Sunday and Wednesday at 10:00 am.
~ Brought to you by Good Shepherd Parish and
Friends of Fr. Zenon
OUR PARISH WEBSITE includes the weekly
bulletin, a page of upcoming events, links to St.
James School, the Portland Diocese (with daily
news updates), the USCCB, the Vatican &
much more. There is also a link for WeShare,
our parish’s secure, online giving system.
Check it out and let us know what you think!
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PARISH LITURGIES

Wednesday, January 13
9:00 am St. James School: Theode & Germaine Legare /
Ralph Guilbault
Wed. Mass is at St. James School Cafeteria thru winter.
9:00 am St. Philip: All Souls
Thursday, January 14
Saturday, January 9
8:00 am St. Margaret: Sacred Heart for favor obtained /
4:00 pm St. Joseph: (Fr. David Schlaver)
Paul Kerry (5th Ann.)
Christopher Perrigo (4th Ann.) / Roland Charland (5th Ann.)
9:00 am St. Philip: Evan McBreairty
4:00 pm Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Friday,
January 15
Paul Lambert / Rita Beaulieu (1st Ann.)
7:00 am Ste Anne: Sylvie Duclos
4:00 pm St. Margaret: (Fr. Antonydass) Murielle Roy
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: John James Walsh (1st Ann.) /
4:30 pm St. Philip: (Msgr. Mathieu) Gerald Verville / Rita Shea
Paul Lauzon
Sunday, January 10, The Baptism of the Lord
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
8:00 am St. Joseph: (French) (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Saturday, January 16
Donald Boissonneault / Roger Millette
4:00 pm St. Joseph: (Msgr. Mathieu)
8:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Antonydass)
Henry Bickford / Bertha Carrier
Kenneth J. Murphy (4th Ann.) / Fernand & Pauline Cote
4:00 pm Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
8:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. David Schlaver)
Gilman Morin / Raymond Paquette
Joseph Bedard / Urica Picard (Ann.)
4:00 pm St. Margaret: (Fr. Joseph Manship)
9:00 am St. Philip: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Marcel Gendron / Michael Regan, Jr.
Yvonne Pellerin / For All People in Good Shepherd Parish
4:30 pm St. Philip: (Fr. Antonydass) Alain Dube (5th Ann.)
10:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Sunday, January 17, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Paul Tousignant (4th Ann.) / Agnes Gagnon
8:00 am St. Joseph: (French) (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
10:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Antonydass)
Mariette Lamontagne / Raymond “Moe” Montpas
Clarence Botting (1st Ann.) /
8:30
am
St.
Margaret: (Fr. Antonydass)
Agnes Hoctor Murphy (18th Ann.)
Paul Rivard / For All People in Good Shepherd Parish
11:00 am St. Joseph: (Msgr. Mathieu)
8:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. Joseph Manship)
Charles Bob Brochu (3rd Ann.) / Carmen Cote
Marcelle Vigue / Cecile & Albert Jurgel
5:30 pm Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu) for the Unborn
9:00 am St. Philip: (Msgr. Mathieu)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Herbert Dale / Gerald Verville
Monday, January 11
10:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: Theresa Blais / Eve Chayer
Alan Bolduc / Lise Boucher
Tuesday, January 12
10:30
am
St.
Margaret: (Fr. Antonydass)
7:00 am Ste Anne: Joseph A. Morin (13th Ann.) /
Aimee Labbe (5th Ann.) / Nancy Tucker
Kenneth Deveau
11:00 am St. Joseph: (Msgr. Mathieu)
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: Anita Boucher (1st Ann.) /
Robert Farley / Clermont Fecteau
Robert Lantagne (2nd Ann.)
Laurette Simoneau (born 1926)
Robert Lester (born 1922)
Irene DuDevoir (born 1929) * Eugene Breton (born 1924)
Joseph Auger (born 1931) * Sr. Lucille Huot, SCIM (born 1923)
Louise Varney (born 1926) * Anna Fenderson (born 1916)
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.
The Sanctuary Lamp at Most Holy Trinity
is burning this week for healing for
Stephen Buonomo
A CORPORAL WORK OF MERCY:
Clothing the Naked

Weekly suggestions for the
faithful to consider:
* Make it your New Year’s Resolution
to go through your closets and
donate items to thrift stores.
* Clothe someone with kindness through a compliment or simple gesture.
* Buy diapers or other items that would help a new mom. Donate them to a
pregnancy support center, Saint André Home, or to your parish
social ministry program.
* Wrap someone in warmth. Contribute to your parish’s or Catholic
Charities’ programs that help with heating assistance or participate
in a weatherization program.
* Do you know someone who struggles to fit in, perhaps even in your parish?
Clothe them with dignity by making sure they know they are welcome.

CURRENT EVENTS from a CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE
Catholic Connection ~ Teresa Tomeo
Weekdays at 9 am
Teresa Tomeo is an author, syndicated
Catholic talk radio host, and motivational
speaker with more than 30+ years of
experience in TV, radio and newspaper.
A Closer Look ~ Sheila Liaugminas, Weekdays at 4 pm
Sheila is an award winning journalist, her one-hour interview
program centers on current events, A Closer Look™ features notable experts, clergy, newsmakers, elected officials & scholars.
Kresta in the Afternoon ~ Al Kresta, Weekdays at 5 pm
Al Kresta is a broadcaster, journalist, author and President and
CEO of Ave Maria Radio. He draws upon his unique faith background to create a fascinating, spiritually constructive radio
program.
106.7 FM in Greater Portland. Online at www.thepresence.fm.
Download the app; dial 605-475-8037 and listen on any phone
with unlimited minutes.
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Action Alert !!
Please join the Knights of Columbus on Saturday, January 16, 2016 for

2016 Hands Around the Capitol, Augusta, ME
Event is a visible opportunity for Mainers to reinforce that Maine people are PRO-LIFE!

Schedule:
10:00 Mass at St. Mary’s Catholic Church
41 Western Avenue, Augusta
11:00 Gather at St. Michael’s School Gym
for networking & refreshments
11:15 Rally with Prominent Pro-Life Leaders
12:15 March begins---we leave for the Capitol
12:30 Assemble around the Capitol Hand-to-Hand

The Capitol Bell will ring 43 times, representing the
number of years since Roe v. Wade was enacted.
For more information contact the Knights of Columbus representative, Dan, at 361-443-8035.
Provide your witness to the Unborn
*********************************************************************

Survey Opens January 18th
The Disciple Maker Index Survey Opens NEXT Week!
Please Read and Help!
Please help us participate by completing a 10-15 minute survey as soon as possible.
 If we have your email, the survey will be emailed to you the week of January 18th by
DiscipleMakerIndex@measuring-success.com.
 If you don’t use email, or didn’t get your email to us in time, please use the generic survey link, which
will be on website on January 18th, to complete the survey.
 There are also opportunities to complete the survey after daily and Sunday Mass and you can obtain a
paper copy in each of our churches or by contacting the main office at 282-3321.
The survey will only be available from the week of January 18 through Ash Wednesday, February 10, and will ask
you to reflect on your own spiritual growth, and enable you to provide feedback on what efforts the parish is
doing to help you grow. All responses will be confidential and the parish will only receive information about the
community as whole.
We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This information will be invaluable to Msgr. Mathieu, and
our various ministries as plan ahead and try to be the best disciples we can be. We will receive the results this
summer, at which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish.
Thank you for helping with this important project!
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC SCHOOL
25 Graham Street
Phone 207-282-4084
Biddeford, ME 04005
FAX 207-286-3693
E-mail GSPschools@portlanddiocese.org
Website www.sjsbiddeford.org

St. James School is
Service
Academics
Faith
Excellence
St. James is a Catholic, parochial school committed to fostering
spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional & physical growth in a S.A.F.E.
and collaborative environment while empowering students to be creative, to think critically, to act responsibly, and to serve with integrity.
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“Be like gods to the poor, imitating God’s mercy.
Humanity has nothing so much in common with God
as the ability to do good.”
- Saint Gregory of Nyssa (300-395),
Feast Day, January 10
Why consider a Catholic education at
St. James School?
First and foremost a Catholic education forms
the human person in right order with God.
We are our Church’s future. We educate the
whole child - mind, body and spirit, and we educate for two lives― here and eternity. By nature and mission our
school operates in such a way that moral choices and character
values are just as strongly emphasized as educational performance. And…we have standards of excellence that are hallmarks of faith and academics. This emphasis contributes to a
culture fostering the notion that it is important to use our gifts
well, and be appreciative of them―for God has given us our
lives and all we have. Each student lives out their calling to be a
person of God; sharing their God-given gifts and talents with our
parish, community and world.

Calling All Alumni!
As part of our NEASC accreditation process, we
are asking all alumni to complete a survey. It is
completely anonymous, and your insights will
help our school grow. The link is located at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H5FQWHC.
Thank you!

Saint James School is in need of a French teacher.
Please contact the school if interested (207 282-4084).

Saint James students worked
really hard making a gingerbread
house from healthy foods.
Pictured here, you can see students
creating the logs using carrots.
They had celery for the roof and the other vegetables for the adornments. Christmas music was playing and a good time was had by all.

Please fill out the form below and help us create a database of
alumni! You can email it to Helen.Fournier@portlanddiocese.org
or mail to: St. James School, Alumni Database,
25 Graham St, Biddeford, ME 04005.
Alumni Contact Information
Name______________________________Class of_________
Address___________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Telephone Number________________________________
Email Address______________________________________
Would you like to be a class representative?
Would you like to help with the anniversary?

YES
YES

NO
NO
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FAITH FORMATION
Children’s Ministry
Classes resume this weekend, Jan. 10/11 at all sites;
Parent session at MHT & SYMBOLON at St. Philip.

Youth Ministry
FMI concerning the following events/programs, contact youth minister,
Josh Houde, 282-4812x117 or joshua.houde@portlanddiocese.org.

Youth Ministry Sunday Meetings – 5:30 pm at Most Holy Trinity
Jan. 10 – Youth Mass & Pizza Party
Jan. 17 – Edge & Life Night
Jan. 24 – Edge & Life Night

January 10 (Sunday): Youth Mass & Pizza Party
All parishioners are welcome to the monthly
5:30 pm Youth Mass,
celebrated this month by Msgr. Mathieu
at Most Holy Trinity Church in Saco.
Youth and their families are invited to stay
afterwards
for a pizza party to kickoff
the new semester. Please join us!

Young Adult Ministry
January 15 (Fri): Monthly Potluck for Young Couples/Families
Young married and engaged couples (and their children) are invited to the monthly potluck on
Friday, January 15, beginning at 5:30 pm. Dinner will be served around 6:00, and the night will
include a group discussion about marriage and family. This month’s potluck will be hosted by
Joe & Kristina Valdez at their home in Portland. For directions or to RSVP, please contact Josh
at 282-4812 (x117), or joshua.houde@portlanddiocese.org. Please join us!
College Campus Ministry: Are you a college student looking for Catholic community
on campus, to deepen your faith, or to learn more about the Catholic faith?
Do you sometimes have trouble finding a ride to Mass? The Franciscan Faithful,
UNE’s Catholic Campus Ministry group meets weekly in the East Lounge. In addition,
the group offers various community service, social, and prayer opportunities throughout the academic year. FMI, contact one of the club’s co-presidents,
Megan (mperry7@une.edu) or Mary (mrobichaud@une.edu); or
joy.segovia@portlanddiocese.org.

For any questions about any of the above events, please contact the Faith Formation office at 207-282-4812.
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Worship & Spirituality
Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound and Sick
Good Shepherd Parish is blessed to have so many
faithful people who visit and bring communion to
our sick, homebound, nursing homes and hospital.
We would like to begin by thanking you for the good
work that you provide to those in need. With that
said, those within our parish who request communion in our community continues to grow, and the need for more Eucharistic ministers
to serve in this capacity increases. If you are not yet a Eucharistic minister, or, if you are already a Eucharistic minister for Mass and would
like to bring communion to the sick and homebound, we would like to
invite you to contact the parish office at 207-282-3321. Thank you for
your consideration.
Too Deep for Words ~ A Weekend of Contemplative Prayer w/
Beverley Fournier, MA.MTS. M.Div. ~ January 29 – 31, 2016
at Marie Joseph Spiritual Center, Biddeford Pool.
Join us as we explore the gift of contemplative prayer, and how the
traditional experience of monastic prayer called Lectio Divina leads
us to encounter God’s love in ways we never thought possible. Contemplative prayer, a simple-minded method of prayer, guides us a
meeting place with God in our deepest center, which is truly God’s
life-giving dwelling place. Cost: $190.00. FMI and to register, call
M.J.S.C. at 207-284-5671, or visit www.mariejosephspiritual.org.
Sisters of the Presentation of Mary will host a “Come and See Weekend”
January 29-31, 2016 in New Ipswich, NH. The Sisters invite single,
Catholic women to attend a weekend at Our Lady of Hope House of
Prayer on 400 Temple Road in New Ipswich, NH. A “Come and See
Weekend” allows participants to look at a variety of questions about
religious life: What is religious life? Is God still calling people to religious life? How do I know if I have a religious vocation? And how do
you join a religious community? The theme of the weekend is “The
World Needs You, God Calls You, and We Invite You.” Attendees will
have the opportunity to meet and talk with sisters, pray, share in a group
setting, and relax. The retreat will begin Friday at 4 pm and end on Sunday at 1 pm after lunch. To register or FMI contact Sr. Holly Gauthier,
p.m., at (978) 701-3031 or shollypm@gmail.com.

All are invited to our Ongoing Parish Devotions
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Tuesdays at 3 pm, Most Holy Trinity's Reservation Chapel
Marc Ciaraldi, 286-9755
Friends of Fr. Zenon Decary: Healing Service
Every 1st Mon/mo (except Jan/Feb), at 11 am, Ste. Anne’s Chapel
Pat Frechette, 283-3205
Holy Face of Jesus Prayer Group
Sundays at Noon, 35 Bradbury St.
Norm Girard, 937-8267
Medjugorje Prayer Group
Thursdays at 7 pm, 35 Bradbury St.
Andy Pellerin, 282-5074
Most Holy Trinity Faith Sharing Group: Scripture & Ministry
Every 2 weeks on Mondays at 11 am, MHT Conference Room
Doris Buonomo, 286-9967
Recitation of the Rosary
Daily at 10 am & 2 pm, Little House of Prayer
Bernadette Cyr, 284-6286
Every evening at 6 pm, Notre Dame Church
Wilfrid Cassette, 284-9409
Spouse of the Holy Spirit Prayer Meeting
Fridays at 6:30 pm ; Rosary and laying on of hands for healing
35 Bradbury St. * Lucille Simard, 284-7627
Memorial for the Unborn at Ste. Anne’s Chapel
Thursdays during fall/winter at 6:30 pm, Rosary Prayer Gathering
Sean Good, 282-0156
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Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Association of Southern
Maine: O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

We have sung and heard these words all our lives. We waited in
hope throughout the Advent season for the joy of His glorious birth.
He was born to save us. What better way to adore Him could there
be than to pay a visit to our very own Adoration Chapel, found at
27 Thornton Avenue in Saco? The chapel is open 24/7 throughout
the year and Jesus waits for us there. FMI or help with scheduling a
weekly hour, please call one of our division leaders:
--Steve Plante: midnight to 6:00 am…….…283-0782
--Priscilla Welch: 6:00 am to noon………..289-4220 or 229-7858
--Lucille Simard: noon to 6:00 pm………...284-7627
--Virginia Calvo: 6:00 pm to midnight…….432-1151
Hey Parishioners, did you know? There are books and articles
available within our church spaces that other parishioners have
placed there for you and your family members to read at leisure.
Please feel free to use, and just return when you are finished with it
for someone else to enjoy and share. Also there are donated rosaries, and other holy objects and medals for which to have and pray
with that are also free for those who wish to pick one up.
Also, find daily reflections and Scripture verses, Pope Francis’
tweets, and daily stories for the Year of Mercy on the phone app
called 365 Days to Mercy by Our Sunday Visitor. You can
download free to your iPhone or Android via Apple’s App Store
or Google play.
Mass Times While Travelling:
Go to www.masstimes.org to find locations & times of Masses at
Catholic churches in the USA and around the world―a service of
the Catholic Communications collection and Mass Times Trust.
Other sites: www.parishesonline.com and for the
Extraordinary Form: www.ecclesiadei.org/masses.cfm.
WANTED: Counted cross stitchers. Our liturgical seasons move quickly. The Lenten season and Easter will be
here before we know it. Parishioners do the counted
cross stitch work that you see on Good Shepherd’s beautiful Paschal Candles. We are in need of talented people to do this
special work. Materials and instructions will be supplied. If you are
interested, please call Sue Anne (284-5860) or Rachel (286-8781).
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Most of the women who started this ministry are no longer with us or are unable to continue, but we would
love to have their legacy and this loving, caring task continue.
Prayer shawls should be 18 to 24 inches wide and 5 to 6 feet long.
They may be knitted or crocheted, using soft, washable yarn, not
wool and not white. Parishioners may request one to present to
someone who is ill or someone who has recently lost a loved one.
If you like to knit or crochet, this would be a perfect fit for you.
Please consider it. FMI: Please call Cathy Chaisson at 229-5188.

Knights & Daughters Corner
DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA Circle 828 will hold their meeting on
Tues., Jan. 12, 2016 at 6:00 pm in the MHT Hall. There will be no social
in January.
Roast Beef Supper at St. Philip Hall: Sat., Jan. 16, 5:00 to
6:30 pm. Adults $9; children 6-12 $4; kids 5 & under free.
Roast beef, mashed potatoes, vegetables, rolls, & desserts.
Takeout is available.
All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast at MHT Hall: Sun., Jan. 17,
8:00–10:30 am. Pancakes, scrambled eggs, home fries, French
toast, sausage, bacon, toast, juice & coffee. Donation: $7.00,
kids 12 & under free. To benefit the KofC Charity Fund.
Hosted by Knights & Squires. For more information, contact
Mike Bolduc at 468-0106 or kofc12941@hotmail.com.
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Parish & Family Life
ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US
for the next Behold Adoration Hour on Friday, Jan. 15
at Most Holy Trinity Church, 7-8 pm. Come &
experience a powerful hour of Praise & Worship
as we honor our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

Our TMIY Spring program titled, "The Spirit of Nazareth", continues this coming Saturday. All men are welcome to join us. This program is designed to help men live
out their spiritual lives in more practical ways. The program
has been amazingly successful at giving men the desire and
the spiritual and intellectual insights into the faith. It’s tailored
to help men very practically live out their faith, and it will
help them form a plan for their spiritual lives on a daily, weekly, and
monthly basis. Theme for Jan. 16 Session: The World in Which We Live
We Were Created for this Time * Popes and the World
A French Philosopher’s Denial of God and Love
The Radical Feminism of Simone De Beauvoir
The Changing Modern Family
What Freedom in the Modern World Looks Like
* Meetings are held in the youth room at MHT. Coffee is on at 6:45 am;
program begins at 7:00. FMI call Ken, 590-5805; or Dave, 590-5198.
You are invited to explore Pope Francis'
Laudato Si: On Care For Our Common Home,
Tuesdays, at MHT, from 6:30 to 8 pm.
Video presentation on Theology, Science, and
Practical Steps, followed by discussion. FMI contact
John Wallach at wallach55@yahoo.com, Joe Yuhas at
folk44@aol.com, or Sr. Joanne Roy at joanne_roy@aol.com.

GRIEF SHARE PROGRAM
When you grieve a loved one’s death, no matter how
long, it can be difficult sometimes to find peace.
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Catholic Medical Association - A MMC resident is heading up a
new Maine chapter of CMA. Great opportunity to get connected to
other Catholic medical providers in the area. If you are interested in
becoming a professional or student member, contact Joe McCrary
at jmccrary@alumni.nd.edu. Meetings will be at St. Peter Church in
Portland. Thank you!
The St. Vincent de Paul Society re-opened on January 6, 2016!
Our Wednesday sales are 12:30 - 2:30 pm at St. James
Hall basement (South St. entrance).
We accept donations there (at the receiving door),
Mon-Fri, 8 am - 3 pm.
Large items & computers not accepted.
Monies raised go to community charitable efforts. Thank you!
FMI call Donna at 499-7490.
Dementia Support Group - are you or someone you know in need of
support or information? This is an ongoing support group for caregivers of people with Dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. Meets once/
mo. FMI call Barbara at Community Partners in Biddeford, 229-4308.
Dementia Support Group at Saint Joseph’s Rehabilitation &
Residence, located on 1133 Washington Ave in Portland, has started
a dementia support group which meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of every month from 4 to 5 pm in the main conference
room. All are welcome (presuming they have someone they are caring for at home or in an institution who has dementia). The support
group is run by Ms. Sonya Thibeau, program director for dementia
care, and Agnes LaStoria, who oversees pastoral care and mission at
the facility. The primary focus of the group is to offer support for
people who are watching their loved ones struggle with worsening
symptoms of dementia. Light refreshments will be served. For more
information, contact Agnes LaStoria at alastoria@sjm-me.org.

Beginning Feb. 18, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm,
Urgent Request: Are you called to respond to this Work of Mercy?
Good Shepherd Parish at MHT Church will begin a
SACO
MEALS is seeking a coordinator to oversee the program, which
new program on grieving.
serves
2
meals/week on Monday & Thursday. On Thursday they will be
It is our hope that together we can help find healing
in charge of an organized group of dedicated volunteers to see that the
and support. Stay tuned, for further information.
Meal runs smoothly from prep to service. This is a great opportunity for
The Affiliates of the Good Shepherd Sisters (men & women)
an individual or couple. Current coordinators will continue to work with
new coordinator until such time they are comfortable with all aspects of
will hold their monthly meeting next Sunday, January 17th at
the job (approx. 10 hrs/wk). Please call Renee Morin at 282-3557 fmi.
1:30 pm at St. Joseph Convent in Biddeford. Anyone interested in
learning about the Affiliation is invited. FMI call Anita, 571-4975.
WELCOME! You enter this Church not as a stranger but as a guest of
God. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into
~~~ Expressions of Gratitude ~~~
God’s presence, offering God your love and service. Our warmest welThe parishioners were so very generous! THANK YOU from Esther
Residence. Your gifts were so welcomed, and surprising to the women! come to all who celebrate with us, whether long-time residents, vacationers or newly arrived in the parish. We thank God for you! If you want to
One woman said, "This is the best Christmas I have ever had." Several
others said, "They don't know us and do all this for us!" These gifts will register in the parish or make a change, please complete this form and
put it in the collection basket. You may also register online at our weblast well into the New Year and be so helpful. We all pray in gratitude
site, or email the parish office at GoodShepherd@portlanddiocese.org.
for you. ~ Residents & Staff
Thank You - Merci: A million thanks to all who made Christmas so
NAME: ________________________________________________
memorable for me. For all the greetings, best wishes, gifts, and prayers,
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
I am most grateful. Please know that I will hold you and your loved
ones at the altar, every time I celebrate the Eucharist. Blessings on you
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _________________________________________
and yours. - Fr. Ron
EMAIL: ________________________________________________
“In appreciation” from the OOB Methodist Food Bank: We want to
HOME / CELL NOS.: ______________________________________
thank you for all the wonderful food that you donate to our pantry at the
United Methodist Church. We appreciate your caring about the hungry people in our community. The need is great. We wish all of you many blessings
in 2016. Sincerely, Judy Elliott

Donations to food pantries at all our churches:
This week: Pasta / Sauce / Mac n Cheese

____Need Registration Form
____Envelopes/ Online Giving

____Change of Address / #
____Moving out of Parish

Complete form and drop in collection basket or mail to:
Good Shepherd Parish, 271 Main St, Saco, ME 04072

To temporarily stop envelopes while you are away:
Departure: ______________ Return: ______________
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OUR 2015 WESHARE STATISTICAL OVERVIEW

Winter Notice:

Please be advised that during the winter months,
the Monday through Friday daily Mass will follow
the Public School System Storm Cancellation Policy. If school is
canceled or has a delayed opening, the Mass will be canceled. This
is being done out of concern for the safety of all concerned when
snow and ice create hazardous travel conditions. Overnight winter
storms make cleaning our parking lots and priest travel, in the early
morning hours very difficult. Thank you for your understanding.
Job Opening:
Pianist/Organist for St. Margaret Church, Old Orchard Beach,
in Good Shepherd Parish. Proficiency as a pianist; ability to train and
direct cantors and a choir; working knowledge and familiarity with
Catholic liturgy. Interested candidates should submit resume to:
Elizabeth Williams, Pastoral Coordinator, Good Shepherd Parish,
271 Main Street, Saco, ME, 04072; or email:
Elizabeth.Williams@portlanddiocese.org.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Monday, January 18, 2016
2015 GSP Donation Statement: For those wanting a record of your offertory
donations for tax purposes, we will begin processing requests in mid January.
We prefer handling these via email in order to reduce administrative costs to
the parish. Please email Amy.Loring@portlanddiocese.org / call 282-3321x105.
For those of you that use WESHARE, our online giving service, you have the
ability to print out your own record of donations for the year by logging into
your account. Thank you for your generosity and cooperation!

2015 YTD Total
$ 80,454.00

2015 Monthly Average
$ 6,705.00

Selecting a burial space should be your next
investment. Choosing a burial place now is both a
financial & peace of mind investment. A selection now
will ease the burden on family members when the need arises.
Easy monthly payments can be arranged. FMI call 282-0747.
St. Mary Cemetery Notice:
PLEASE BE AWARE: Due to safety concerns with vehicles exiting onto
Route 1, through the 1st Wall Entry (North entry)
at St. Mary’s Cemetery, we added a new gate closing that entry.
That opening was quite narrow and made checking oncoming
traffic very difficult without poking out into the travel lane.
We also added a new connector road this year in the
Old Section – it runs from the 1st gate to the Main Gate.
This is intended to facilitate traffic flow back through the Main Gate.

Cemeteries of
Good Shepherd Parish
St. Joseph’s / St. Mary’s
Office hours are Mon-Fri, 8:30-Noon.
Please call Sandy to schedule
an appointment at 282-0747.

Good Shepherd Parish 50/50 Club
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City________________________________________________
Telephone#__________________________________________
Please detach and return to Good Shepherd Parish, 271 Main St,
Saco, ME 04072, or you can drop it in the collection basket at
Mass in an envelope marked "50/50 Club."
$5 a month, $30 for 6 months, $60 for a year.

Second Collection This Weekend: Religious Education Programs
This parish collection goes to our Faith Formation program and is used to
provide books and supplies to educate our children and youth
in their Catholic Faith.
Offertory Collection Report
Holy Christmas, 2015
Holy Christmas, 2014
Difference

*includes second collections
Week
Year to Date*
$ 34,156 $ 754,471
$ 34,930 $ 748,085
$ (774) $ 6,386 0.9%

December 26-27, 2015
December 27-28, 2014
Difference

Week
Year to Date*
$ 21,696 $ 776,167
$ 21,945 $ 770,030
$ (249) $ 6,137 0.8%

Please consider a bequest or estate gift to the Good Shepherd Parish
endowment: Growing our parish endowment to grow the Faith:
While we have current needs and opportunities, planning for the future
is equally important. Our parish endowment fund will help us to
maintain, and hopefully grow the many services and spiritual benefits
that our parish provides to current and future generations.
Your contribution is an investment in our good works.
Contact Elizabeth Badger at the Catholic Foundation of Maine for
information, at 207-321-7820 or www.catholicfoundationmaine.org.

