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Message from Monsignor René Mathieu:
(1) In case you missed the announcement in local papers, Sister Therese
Gauvin, SCIM, a Biddeford native, has been named Provincial Superior
of the American Province of the Good Shepherd Sisters. Congratulations
Sister Terry! Sisters Maureen Egan, Claire Lambert, Annette Nadeau &
Joanne Roy will serve with her as the leadership team. (2) The Light Is
On & the Door of Mercy is Open For You – For several years, parishes
and clusters in our diocese have offered special times for the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation/Confession during the seasons of Advent and Lent.
This Advent, as we observe the Jubilee Year of Mercy, all Maine parishes/clusters are
scheduling times during the week beginning December 14, the third week of Advent.
In Good Shepherd Parish, we have scheduled the Sacrament of Penance on Monday/
Tuesday/Wednesday evenings, 6:00-7:00 pm (& longer if necessary): Monday the 14th
at Most Holy Trinity; Tuesday the 15th at St. Margaret and St. Philip; Wednesday the
16th at St. Joseph. At the holy day Masses on December 7/8, special crosses were
blessed and then attached to the door of our confessionals. The same crosses will
appear in all Maine churches during this Holy Year of Mercy, showing the way to the
sacrament of mercy. (3) There is an important announcement in this bulletin concerning
a survey of Good Shepherd parishioners as part of a national study. Please read the
announcement carefully and plan to participate. (4) Children who received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on December 4/5 were very well prepared. I
am grateful to parents, grandparents, other relatives and our formation staff for making
it such a special event; many adults also availed themselves of the sacrament. These
children will now prepare for Confirmation and First Communion on April 2. (5) The
schedule of Christmas Masses is listed in this bulletin. I remind everyone that the vast
majority of parishioners and visitors usually attend the 4 pm/4:30 pm Masses, so if you
prefer less crowded circumstances, you may want to attend other Masses. Again this
year, the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass at St. Joseph will include large screen remote
video of the Mass for any overflow crowd in the church hall – about 1300 total participated last year. Rather than having large crowds standing out back (which is an uncomfortable situation with related safety issues), people will be comfortable in the hall with
a printed program, a music leader, ushers, and seating; Eucharistic ministers will distribute Holy Communion at the appropriate time. The choir loft will be open, but only
for as many who can be comfortably and safely seated there. Fr. Ron Labarre,
Fr. David Schlaver, and Biddeford native, Fr. Lee Descoteaux will be helping us with
the additional Christmas Masses. (6) The Knights of Columbus has dedicated its
17th Order-wide prayer program to the Holy Family with the intention of strengthening Catholic families and family prayer. The featured image for this program is an
etching of the Holy Family by Giovanni Balestra (1774-1842) based on a painting by
Giovanni Battista Salvi da Sassoferrato (1609-1685), which is housed in the Pontifical
John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family in Rome. The images were
blessed by Pope Francis, and are currently on pilgrimage from council to council. The
image will be displayed in all four Good Shepherd Parish churches by early January.
(7) Thank You of the Week: To the retired priests, who are so generous in making
themselves available with the assigned priests to hear confessions during these days of
grace. Thank you!
JOKES PRIESTS CAN TELL, Vol. 6 - Msgr. Tonne:
A doting father used to sing his little children to sleep until he overheard the four-yearold tell the three-year-old, “If you pretend you’re asleep, he stops.” -Catholic Digest
Confession times on Saturdays are below.
See inside the bulletin for more special opportunities this week:
3:00 pm at Most Holy Trinity, St. Joseph & St. Margaret * 3:30 pm at St. Philip

Vocations: Being chosen to serve as a priest or in
the consecrated life is an amazing work of the
Lord. Ask the Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother
to help you recognize and be faithful to
your vocation.
Call Fr. Seamus Griesbach: 773-6471;
email: vocations@portlanddiocese.org;
or like us on Facebook: VocationsME.

OUR PARISH WEBSITE includes the weekly
bulletin, a page of upcoming events, links to St.
James School, the Portland Diocese (with daily
news updates), the USCCB, the Vatican &
much more. There is also a link for WeShare,
our parish’s secure, online giving system.
Check it out and let us know what you think!
Just a reminder that weekly Masses can be
viewed on cable television, Channels 3 and 85,
every Sunday and Wednesday at 10:00 am.
~ Brought to you by Good Shepherd Parish and
Friends of Fr. Zenon
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PARISH LITURGIES

Saturday, December 12
4:00 pm St. Joseph: (Fr. Antonydass)
Doria & Paul Guillerault / Cecile & Irenee Soucy
4:00 pm Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Lance Vigneault (8th Ann.) / Hazen L. Hoyt, III (4th Ann.)
4:00 pm St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
St. Anthony for favor obtained / St. Jude for favor obtained
4:30 pm St. Philip: (Fr. Ron Labarre) John Provencher
Sunday, December 13, Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 am St. Joseph: (French) (Fr. Ron Labarre)
Edgar Perreault / Clermont Fecteau
8:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau) Paul Rivard
8:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Marcelle Vigue / For All People in Good Shepherd Parish
9:00 am St. Philip: (Fr. Antonydass) the Unborn
10:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Yvonne & Paul Guay /
St. Anthony & St. Anne for favors obtained
10:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Jean Paul Parenteau / Rejeanne Gauvin
11:00 am St. Joseph: (Fr. Antonydass)
Lucien DeMeule / Pauline Morin
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Monday, December 14
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: Yvette Hebert (4th Ann.) /
Evelyn Lemieux
Richard Labonte (born 1939)
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

Good Shepherd Parish welcomes:
Vivian Nicole, daughter of Jonathan & Melissa (Martin) Bourque
May all the baptized grow daily in the body of Christ.
KNITTERS WANTED: Thank you to those who have
come forward to join the knitting ministry. We are still
looking for donations of hand-made infant Baptismal blankets
(30”x30”) for the numerous Baptisms celebrated each year.
Preferred color is white. If you would like to participate in this
ongoing ministry, or fmi, please call the main office at 282-3321.
Drop off is: M-TH 8:30 am -4:30 pm. Thank you!

"Giving Tree Gifts"
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Tuesday, December 15
7:00 am Ste Anne: Marguerite Y. Boivin (2nd Ann.)
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: Carmen Cote /
Linwood “Woody” Davis
Wednesday, December 16 (Note: Mass change to St. James School)
9:00 am St. James School: Josselin Beaulieu / Special Intentions
9:00 am St. Philip: John Provencher / Gerald Verville
Thursday, December 17
8:00 am St. Margaret: Bob Masse
9:00 am St. Philip: Souls in Purgatory
Friday, December 18
7:00 am Ste Anne: Gerald Verville
9:00 am Most Holy Trinity: Germaine Lauzon / Leo Gauthier
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Saturday, December 19
4:00 pm St. Joseph: (Fr. Antonydass)
Rita Paquet / Donald Auger (11th Ann.)
4:00 pm Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Rose Lamb / Ed Cote (9th Ann.)
4:00 pm St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Dorilas & Murielle Roy
4:30 pm St. Philip: (Fr. Ron Labarre)
Herbert Dale / Gerald Verville
Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 am St. Joseph: (French) (Fr. Ron Labarre)
Doris Faucher / Lucien & Rita Lehouillier
8:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau) Paul Rivard
8:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Jean & Eva Martel /
For All People in Good Shepherd Parish
9:00 am St. Philip: (Fr. Antonydass)
Herbert Dale / Pauline & Gerard Cassette
10:30 am Most Holy Trinity: (Msgr. Mathieu)
Timothy Loughlin (17th Ann.) / Agnes Gagnon
10:30 am St. Margaret: (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
Richard & Bonnie Bouffard / Murielle Roy
11:00 am St. Joseph: (Fr. Antonydass) Joanne Wynne

The Light Is On & The Door of Mercy Is Open for You
In addition to typical Saturdays,
the Sacrament of Penance
is being offered in our parish
on the following dates:

Dec. 14 – 16, 6:00-7:00 pm
* Monday, the 14th at Most Holy Trinity
* Tuesday, the 15th
at St. Margaret & St. Philip
* Wednesday, the 16th at St. Joseph

Presence Radio Network Announcements:
NEW PRESENCE RADIO APP

Wrapped gifts with the tag attached
were needed THIS WEEKEND.
If you did not bring your gift,
you can still bring it next weekend,
Dec. 19-20, or drop it off at the parish
office at Most Holy Trinity Church.

Take the Presence with you
anywhere, anytime!
The Presence has a new smartphone app.
If you are traveling or don’t have a station in your area, this is
our gift to you. It is easily accessed on your app store as
“Presence Radio”.
If you don’t have a smartphone, simply dial 605-475-8037;
please check to be sure you have unlimited minutes
on your phone plan.
Listen and be inspired!
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Good Shepherd Parish selected to participate in National Study!
Good Shepherd Parish has been selected to participate in a national study of vibrant parishes
conducted by the Catholic Leadership Institute! This survey is for parishioners 18 years of age and older.
Please help us participate by completing a 10-15 minute survey online. The survey will be emailed to you by
DiscipleMakerIndex@measuring-success.com. The survey will only be available from the week of January 18, 2016,
through Ash Wednesday, February 10, and will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you
to provide feedback on what efforts the parish is doing to help you grow.
All responses will be confidential and the parish will only receive information about the community as whole.

We are trying to get the highest response rate possible. This information will be invaluable
to Msgr. Mathieu and our various ministries as we plan ahead and try to be the best disciples we can be.
We will receive the results this summer, at which time we will share what we have learned with the entire parish.

We need your email address—please go to our website www.goodshepherdparish.us and click on the
Disciple Maker Index Survey on our homepage to fill out your name, address, and email address. You can also
send an email to Elizabeth.Williams@portlanddiocese.org. (Please place “Survey” in the subject line).
You will also have an opportunity to fill out a paper form with this information
at all Masses December 19 & 20 at all our churches.
If you don’t use email –
There will be a generic link that you can use to complete the survey on our website.
There will be opportunities to complete the survey after daily and Sunday Mass, as there will be paper copies
of the survey at each church location; or you can contact the main office
at 271 Main Street, Saco or call 282-3321 to obtain one.

Thank you for helping with this important project!
*********************************************************************
There will be no daily morning Masses on Thurs., Dec. 24.

Schedule of Masses for Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

The parish office will be open
until noon on Christmas Eve
& until noon on New Year’s Eve.

Most Holy Trinity (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
St. Margaret (Fr. Antonydass)
St. Joseph (Msgr. Mathieu)
St. Philip (Fr. David Schlaver)
Most Holy Trinity (Fr. Joseph Manship)
St. Joseph (Fr. Ron Labarre)

Schedule of Masses for Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
12:00 am (Midnight) St. Joseph (Fr. Robert Gaudreau)
8:00 am St. Joseph (French) (Fr. Ron Labarre)
8:30 am Most Holy Trinity (Fr. Antonydass)
9:00 am St. Philip (Msgr. Mathieu)
9:30 am St. Margaret (Fr. David Schlaver)
11:00 am St. Joseph (Fr. Lee Descoteaux)

*****************************************************

There will be no daily morning Masses on Thurs., Dec. 31

Schedule of Masses
for the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God;
Holy Day of Obligation
New Year’s Eve, Thursday, December 31
4:00 pm Most Holy Trinity
4:00 pm St. Margaret
6:30 pm St. Philip

New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1, 2016

9:00 am St. Joseph

WELCOME! You enter this Church not as a stranger but as a guest of
God. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into
God’s presence, offering God your love and service. Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate with us, whether long-time residents, vacationers or newly arrived in the parish. We thank God for you! If you want to
register in the parish or make a change, please complete this form and
put it in the collection basket. You may also register online at our website, or email the parish office at GoodShepherd@portlanddiocese.org.
NAME: ________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP: _________________________________________
EMAIL: ________________________________________________
HOME / CELL NOS.: ______________________________________

____Need Registration Form
____Envelopes/ Online Giving

____Change of Address / #
____Moving out of Parish

Complete form and drop in collection basket or mail to:
Good Shepherd Parish, 271 Main St, Saco, ME 04072

To temporarily stop envelopes while you are away:
Departure: ______________ Return: ______________
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SAINT JAMES CATHOLIC SCHOOL
25 Graham Street
Phone 207-282-4084
Biddeford, ME 04005
FAX 207-286-3693
E-mail GSPschools@portlanddiocese.org
Website www.sjsbiddeford.org
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Alan Casavant, mayor of
Biddeford, and Leo Maheu
from Tom's of ME
were nice enough to stop by
to give feedback to
First LEGO League
on their project.
Students from Saint James School are off to the
state championship on December 12th.

St. James School is
Service
Academics
Faith
Excellence
St. James is a Catholic, parochial school committed to fostering
spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional & physical growth in a S.A.F.E.
and collaborative environment while empowering students to be creative, to think critically, to act responsibly, and to serve with integrity.

Saint James School
was proud to be
a part of the Saco
Parade of Lights.
A nativity scene
was placed on the
back of a truck.
Students and parents
walked behind the
nativity singing
Christmas carols
and wishing
everyone a
Merry Christmas. We were happy to have a float showing the
reason for the season.
After the parade,
students were treated to
pizza and cider, and watched
some short movies.
It was a wonderful evening,
and a good time
was had by all.
Please fill out the form below and help us create a database of
alumni! You can email it to Helen.Fournier@portlanddiocese.org
or mail to: St. James School, Alumni Database,
25 Graham St, Biddeford, ME 04005.
Alumni Contact Information
Name______________________________Class of_________
Address___________________________________________
_______________________________________________
Telephone Number________________________________
Email Address______________________________________
Would you like to be a class representative?
Would you like to help with the anniversary?

YES
YES

NO
NO

The following article is by Dave Guthro, Communications Director for the Diocese of Portland

Biddeford Students to Leave Donated Clothing in
Local Park for People in Need on Tuesday, December 15

December 7, 2015
BIDDEFORD---In the spirit of Advent, students at St. James
Catholic School in Biddeford will show love and kindness to
those in need as winter approaches.

On Tuesday, December 15, at 2:45 p.m., the children will
take hats, mittens, and scarves donated by members of the
St. James community to the town-owned park on the corner
of South and Green Streets in Biddeford.
“The clothes will be placed in plastic bags with a decorative
ribbon and hung from the fence and park benches,” said
Principal Nancy Naimey. “The bags will also include a little
card from the students.”
Anyone in need of these items can come and take them
at any time.
The act of service is part of the school’s “Casual for a Cause”
initiative. Each month, the student council chooses a worthy
charity to which to donate. If a student donates to the cause,
they are allowed to dress casually on the second Friday of
each month. Recent donations have gone to help the creation
of Thanksgiving baskets for the less fortunate, the charitable
works of the Sisters of Mercy, and to provide goods for a local
food pantry.
Media members are encouraged to
cover the students leaving the
donations in the park on December 15.
If you plan to attend, contact Dave
Guthro, Communications Director
for the Diocese of Portland,
at (207) 321-7810 or
dave.guthro@portlanddiocese.org.
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FAITH FORMATION
Children’s Ministry
Congratulations to all the children who made their First Confession last week!
We joyfully welcome you into the beautiful gift of Reconciliation.

Youth Ministry
FMI concerning the following events/programs, contact youth minister,
Josh Houde, 282-4812x117 or joshua.houde@portlanddiocese.org.

Youth Ministry Sunday Meetings – 5:30 pm at Most Holy Trinity
Dec. 13 – Our Lady of Guadalupe Mexican Fiesta * Dec. 20 – Christmas Caroling at St. Andre Health Care
Dec. 27 – NO MEETING (Christmas Break)
Jan. 3, 2016 – NO MEETING (Christmas Break) *
* Jan. 10, 2016 – Youth Mass & Meetings Resume
Faith Formation Dinner Fundraiser at St. Margaret Hall: Sat., Dec. 12,
4:30 - 6:30 pm. Sponsored by the Knights. Menu will be: Pork Pie, turkey pot pie, soup,
spaghetti & meatballs, cranberry sauce, pickled beets, pickles, drinks & desserts.
Adults: $8, Kids:8 & up: $5, age 7 & under are free. Takeout will also be available.
December 13 (Sun): Our Lady of Guadalupe Mexican Fiesta – All junior high and high school youth and their families are invited
to a special celebration to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose feast day is the day prior. There will be music, food, fellowship,
piñatas, and special cultural and religious traditions in honor of Our Lady. The festivities run from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Most Holy
Trinity in Saco, and the whole family is invited! The event will include a potluck dinner – families are invited to bring a dish to
share (but please come even if you can’t bring something – there will be lots of food available!). We hope you can join us.
December 20 (Sun): Christmas Caroling – Our final youth ministry event of the semester will be Christmas Caroling at St. Andre
Health Care in Biddeford. Both junior high & high school youth and their families are invited to participate. The event will run
from 2-3 pm on Sunday, December 20. Please plan to arrive and depart directly from St. Andre Health Care (407 Pool St.). Songbooks will be provided. If you are feeling sick, please stay home out of consideration for the nursing home residents we will be
visiting. Otherwise, we hope you can join us!
January 21-24, 2016 (Thurs-Sun): March for Life in Washington D.C. – The diocese will be sponsoring a bus trip for youth to
participate in the March for Life in Washington D.C. It will be an incredible experience of prayer and fellowship with tens of
thousands of others who gather in support of human life, particularly the unborn. The cost is $250, but the parish will cover
$50 of the cost for interested youth from our parish (bringing the cost to $200). The absolute deadline to register is Dec. 14.
Please contact Josh before then to request an email with further details about accommodations, the itinerary, etc.

Young Adult Ministry
December 19 (Sat): Christmas Party for Young Couples/Families
Young married and engaged couples (and their children) are invited to a
special Christmas celebration on Saturday, December 19, in place of the monthly potluck.
It will begin with the 4:30 pm Mass at St. Philip Church in Lyman,
and continue with a potluck dinner and informal Christmas celebration in the parish hall.
For directions or to RSVP, please contact Josh at 282-4812 (x117), or joshua.houde@portlanddiocese.org.
Please join us for great fellowship with other couples!

For any questions about any of the above events, please contact the Faith Formation office at 207-282-4812.
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Worship & Spirituality
Note: the 9:00 am Wednesday Mass at St. Joseph will be changing to the
St. James School cafeteria during winter, beginning Wed., Dec. 16.
Due to school vacation, the next 2 Wednesdays, December 23 & 30,
will be at Ste. Anne’s Chapel at the regular 9:00 am time.
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Southern Maine Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Association: Christ’s great love for us was shown when He was crucified

on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and give us eternal life.
He loves us without limit, and offers Himself to us in the Holy
Sacrament of the Eucharist. Can we not give Jesus a few minutes of
love and adoration in return? - Real Presence Eucharistic Education and
Adoration Association.

Park either on Graham St. or in the school yard, and use the side entrance Jesus waits for you 24/7 throughout the year in our very own Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel on Thornton Avenue in Saco.
(Ledgewood Apartments side) to the school; students will direct you.
Drop in any time…sign the guest column of our sign-in book and
spend some private time with Our Lord. Thanks to hundreds of
The Affiliates of the Good Shepherd Sisters (men & women)
scheduled adorers, this chapel continues to keep open its doors; but
will hold their monthly meeting next Sunday, December 20th at
it needs a continuing amount of new adorers to keep our numbers
1:30 pm at St. Joseph Convent in Biddeford. Anyone interested in
up and the chapel active. Seriously consider becoming a scheduled
learning about the Affiliation is invited. FMI call Anita, 571-4975.
adorer. For more information about our chapel, please call one of
our division leaders:
Watching for Christ - Advent Reflections for Young Adults
--Steve Plante: midnight to 6:00 am…….…283-0782
--Therese Lessard: 6:00 am to noon…...…..282-9274
Join Ignite for a speaker series on Wednesday evenings in
Advent, Dec. 2-30, to prayerfully prepare for the coming of Our --Lucille Simard: noon to 6:00 pm………...284-7627
Lord this Christmas. Talks and discussion will address topics of --Virginia Calvo: 6:00 pm to midnight…….646-2416
spiritual formation, vocation, and encountering Christ in the
priesthood, religious life, medical missions and in the lives of lay Catholics.
Which priest is celebrating Mass where this weekend? We list
Speakers will include: Brother Rex, on encountering Christ through evanthe name of the priest who will celebrate every scheduled weekend
gelical poverty & simplicity; John & Judith Goodrich, friends of Ignite and
Mass. However, this schedule may be changed without notice.
members of Opus Dei; and Fr. Paul Dumais, on baking and agriculture as a
path to holiness in Maine. All young people in their 20’s-30’s are welcome.
6:45 pm: Meet & Greet, hot cocoa * 7 pm: Talk & discussion * 8 pm: Compline Save the Date: Lenten Mini-Retreat in Topsham on Feb. 26, 2016.
The Missions/CRS Office is sponsoring this retreat at the Sky-Hy
Contact Ignite at portland.ignite@gmail.com or on Social Media: Twitter, FaceConference & Renewal Center. This evening reflection will include a
book Group, Public Facebook Page, Google Calendar for the location for Dec. 16
presentation and several prayer experiences, including a "Prayer Walk
& 30. Location for Dec. 23 is St. Peter's Church in Portland.
with the Saints", and will run from 6 to 9 pm. Overnight accommodations are available by registration only. The cost is $15 for the retreat
CORPORAL WORK OF MERCY
or $55 for the retreat, overnight accommodations, and breakfast. FMI
contact Ruth Oakley, 321-7817 ; ruth.oakley@portlanddiocese.org.
Come to me...
Come and serve...
BE STILL AND KNOW THAT I AM GOD: You are invited to attend
Receptionist needed for New Hope Pregnancy Resource Center
Centering Prayer sessions, the 2nd & 4th Monday of ea. month at 6 pm at
2 hours per week (flexible)
Holy Spirit Parish, in the sacristy of St. Martha Church, 30 Portland Rd,
Call for further information: Karen/Pat: 710-7309 or 710-3889
Kennebunk. You must attend a 30 min. orientation before attending a
prayer session. FMI please call Deacon Darrell, 467-0957.

All are invited to our Ongoing Parish Devotions
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Tuesdays at 3 pm, Most Holy Trinity's Reservation Chapel
Marc Ciaraldi, 286-9755
Friends of Fr. Zenon Decary: Healing Service
Every 1st Mon/mo (except Jan/Feb), now at 11 am, Ste. Anne’s Chapel
Pat Frechette, 283-3205
Holy Face of Jesus Prayer Group
Sundays at Noon, 35 Bradbury St.
Norm Girard, 937-8267
Medjugorje Prayer Group
Thursdays at 7 pm, 35 Bradbury St.
Andy Pellerin, 282-5074
Most Holy Trinity Faith Sharing Group: Scripture & Ministry
Every 2 weeks on Mondays at 11 am, MHT Conference Room
Doris Buonomo, 286-9967
Recitation of the Rosary
Daily at 10 am & 2 pm, Little House of Prayer
Bernadette Cyr, 284-6286
Every evening at 6 pm, Notre Dame Church
Wilfrid Cassette, 284-9409
Spouse of the Holy Spirit Prayer Meeting
Fridays at 6:30 pm ; Rosary and laying on of hands for healing
35 Bradbury St. * Lucille Simard, 284-7627
Memorial for the Unborn at Ste. Anne’s Chapel
Thursdays during fall/winter at 6:30 pm, Rosary Prayer Gathering
Sean Good, 282-0156

Knights & Daughters Corner
Faith Formation Dinner Fundraiser at St. Margaret Hall: Sat., Dec. 12,
4:30 - 6:30 pm. Sponsored by the Knights. Menu will be: Pork Pie, turkey
pot pie, soup, spaghetti & meatballs, cranberry sauce, pickled beets, pickles,
drinks & desserts. Adults: $8, Children 8 & up: $5, Children 7 & under are
free. Takeout will also be available.
DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA Circle 828’s Christmas Social: Sun., Dec. 13.
Social Hour is from Noon to 1 pm, BYOB. Buffet luncheon will follow.
Door prize, raffles, games. Please bring a $5 gift to swap. Location is:
The Pantry Café, 420 Elm St, Biddeford (across from Marden’s).
$20 per ticket, tip optional. Deadline to purchase tickets is Dec. 9.
FMI call Pat Marcotte, 282-5281 ; or Joan Beauchesne, 602-6073.
Blood Drive: Mon., Dec. 14 - The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a
Red Cross Blood Drive in the downstairs hall at St. Joseph Church on Elm
St. in Biddeford, from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. Drop in or call 1-800-RED CROSS
to schedule an appointment.
Breakfast Benefiting Annual Christmas Donations at St. Margaret Hall:
Sun., Dec. 20, 8:30 –10:30 am. Menu of scrambled eggs, sausages, French
toast, & pancakes will be served. No take out. Cost is donation.
Christmas Tree Sales: The OOB Knights are partnering with the
Fire Station (136 Saco Ave) this year to bring you Christmas trees.
Available for purchase most anytime of day, until they run out of
trees. The Knights of Columbus would like to remind us all to
“Keep Christ in Christmas!”
All-You-Can-Eat Pancake Breakfast at MHT Hall: Sun., Dec. 27,
8:00–10:30 am. Pancakes, scrambled eggs, home fries, French toast, sausage, bacon, toast, juice & coffee. Donation: $7.00, kids 12 & under free.
To benefit the KofC Charity Fund. Hosted by Knights & Squires.
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Parish & Family Life
ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US
for the next Behold Adoration Hour on Friday, Dec. 18
at Most Holy Trinity Church, 7-8 pm. Come &
experience a powerful hour of Praise & Worship
as we honor our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
Advent Vespers: held each Sun. of Advent at 4:00 pm:
Most Holy Trinity—Dec. 13 & Dec. 20.
Please join us in prayer as we wait in joyful hope for the
coming of the Lord. (***Note: Incense will be used.)

The TMIY fall session for "The Spirit of Nazareth"
ended Sat., Dec. 5th. Thank you to all who participated!
Please plan on joining us for the Spring Program,
which will begin on Saturday, January 9th.
Meetings are held in the youth room at MHT.
Coffee is on at 6:45 am; program begins at 7 :00.
FMI call Ken Greenleaf, 590-5805; or Dave Dube, 590-5198.
You are invited to explore Pope Francis'
Laudato Si: On Care For Our Common Home,
Tuesdays, at MHT, from 6:30 to 8 pm.
Video presentation on Theology, Science, and
Practical Steps, followed by discussion. FMI contact
John Wallach at wallach55@yahoo.com, Joe Yuhas at
folk44@aol.com, or Sr. Joanne Roy at joanne_roy@aol.com.

On Monday, December 14, Fr. Myles Sheehan, S.J., a medical
doctor with a specialty in geriatric medicine, will present
“Aging as a Gift” at 7 pm at Cheverus High School on
267 Ocean Avenue in Portland. All are welcome to this
special gathering. Admission is free, but there will be a
freewill offering to support the Jesuit Spirituality Initiative.

Eucharistic Ministers to the Homebound
Good Shepherd has a Special Christmas Card & Gift
for the Homebound of our Parish communities.
Eucharistic Ministers to the homebound in our parish
are asked to stop by the main office and pick up a gift
for those you visit.
The St. Vincent de Paul Society accepts donations Mon-Fri, 8 am - 3 pm,
at St. James Hall basement (receiving door). Large items & computers
not accepted. Our Wednesday sales are 12:30 - 2:30 pm
(South St. entrance). Monies raised go to community charitable
efforts. Thank you! FMI call Donna at 499-7490.

Good Shepherd Parish &
Good Shepherd Parish will be supporting the 2015 “Northern York
County Toys for Tots Campaign” for children from families in need.
There will be a toy collection box placed in all churches through Sunday, December 20. Please bring in new, unwrapped toys, to help the
less fortunate children in our parish communities.
What kind of toys are most needed?
Teens age 13-17—Sporting goods, makeup, jewelry, watches,
crafts, educational games, mp3 players, cameras, Lego sets,
video gaming systems, headphones, hair accessories, movies
and board games.
Newborn to 2 years of age—crib mobiles, Johnny jump-ups,
walkers, educational toys of all kinds.
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Catholic Medical Association - A MMC resident is heading up a
new Maine chapter of CMA. Great opportunity to get connected to
other Catholic medical providers in the area. If you are interested in
becoming a professional or student member, contact Joe McCrary
at jmccrary@alumni.nd.edu. Meetings will be at St. Peter Church in
Portland. Thank you!
Retrouvaille…a Lifeline: Rediscover a loving marriage with a
Retrouvaille weekend. If your marriage is tearing you apart, if there
is little or no meaningful communication, if you are considering separation/divorce, we believe Retrouvaille can help you. Look us up on
the web at www.HelpOurMarriage.com or call 1-800-470-2230.
Maine’s foster children need you.
Help make a difference! As a
KidsPeace foster parent, you can
make all the difference in the life of
a child. There are more than 400,000
children & teens in the Foster Care
System, and every single one
deserves a chance at happiness, belonging, safety and love. Together, we
can change the world, one life at a time. Please check out “A Family
For ME”, a partnership between Kids-Peace & the Maine Department
of Health & Human Services. FMI phone: 1-844-893-6311 ;
visit: http://fostercare.com/a-family-for-ME/.
Dementia Support Group - are you or someone you know in need of
support or information? This is an ongoing support group for caregivers of people with Dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. Meets once/
mo. FMI call Barbara at Community Partners in Biddeford, 229-4308.

Dementia Support Group at Saint Joseph’s Rehabilitation &
Residence, located on 1133 Washington Ave in Portland, has started
a dementia support group which meets on the second and fourth
Thursdays of every month from 4 to 5 pm in the main conference
room. All are welcome (presuming they have someone they are caring for at home or in an institution who has dementia). The support
group is run by Ms. Sonya Thibeau, program director for dementia
care, and Agnes LaStoria, who oversees pastoral care and mission at
the facility. The primary focus of the group is to offer support for
people who are watching their loved ones struggle with worsening
symptoms of dementia. Light refreshments will be served. For more
information, contact Agnes LaStoria at alastoria@sjm-me.org.

Donations to food pantries at all our churches:
This week: Chicken soup / Canned peaches
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Administration & Fund Raising
PARKING ALERT in Saco:

Please be aware, the parish has installed a second, temporary
garage adjacent to the Middle Street entry to our parking lot,
which is dedicated to the Priest. Our Priests have ON-CALL
responsibilities at all hours of the day. It is critical the garages remain
unobstructed at all times. ALSO, please refrain from parking in front of
the Hall steps, as this creates a LIFE SAFETY hazard!

St. Joseph Church Doors Update: In order to avoid any disruption to
parishioners needing access via the handicap ramp, we will defer the
installation of the side door until January – after the holidays!

ATTENTION: Please note the Wednesday Mass
Change to St. James School!
Wednesday Mass at St. James School
begins this week on December 16,
but will be at Ste. Anne’s Chapel on Dec. 23 & 30
due to school vacation.

Job Opening:
Organist/Pianist & Choir Director for St. Margaret Church, Old
Orchard Beach, in Good Shepherd Parish: This position requires a
Bachelor’s Degree in Music; Proficiency as a pianist; Ability to train and
direct cantors and a choir; Working knowledge and familiarity with
Catholic liturgy; Strong people skills and ability to work collaboratively
with other music staff across the parish. Interested candidates should
submit resumes to: Mrs. Elizabeth Williams, Pastoral Coordinator,
We apologize for the late reporting: the Parish and Diocese changed our
Good Shepherd Parish, 271 Main Street, Saco, ME, 04072; or email:
Elizabeth.Williams@portlanddiocese.org.
accounting system in November and we are still adjusting and learning!

Selecting a burial space should be your next
investment. Choosing a burial place now is both a
financial & peace of mind investment. A selection now
will ease the burden on family members when the need arises.
Easy monthly payments can be arranged. FMI call 282-0747.
St. Mary Cemetery Notice:
PLEASE BE AWARE: Due to safety concerns with vehicles exiting onto
Route 1, through the 1st Wall Entry (North entry)
at St. Mary’s Cemetery, we added a new gate closing that entry.
That opening was quite narrow and made checking oncoming
traffic very difficult without poking out into the travel lane.
We also added a new connector road this year in the
Old Section – it runs from the 1st gate to the Main Gate.
This is intended to facilitate traffic flow back through the Main Gate.

Cemeteries of
Good Shepherd Parish
St. Joseph’s / St. Mary’s
Office hours are
Mon-Fri, 8:30-Noon.
Please call Sandy to schedule an
appointment at 282-0747.

Last call to reserve
your Christmas Wreath
to be placed on your
Lot in St. Joseph’s or St. Mary’s
Cemetery. The cost is $28.00.
(installation & tax included).
Call 282-0747 to reserve your
wreath. No orders after Dec. 14.

Good Shepherd Parish 50/50 Club
Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City________________________________________________
Telephone#__________________________________________
Please detach and return to Good Shepherd Parish, 271 Main St,
Saco, ME 04072, or you can drop it in the collection basket at
Mass in an envelope marked "50/50 Club."
$5 a month, $30 for 6 months, $60 for a year.

Offertory Collection Report * includes second collections
Offertory
Week
Year to Date*
November 14-15, 2015
$ 28,048
$ 581,306
November 15-16, 2014
$ 22,303
$ 569,187
Difference
$ 5,745
$ 12,119
2.1%
Offertory
Week
Year to Date*
November 21-22, 2015
$ 23,358
$ 604,664
November 22-23, 2014
$ 24,917
$ 594,104
Difference
$ (1,559) $ 10,560
1.8%
* Christmas Flowers $5,946 * Cath. Campaign for Human Dev. $5,000
2015 GSP Donation Statement: For those wanting a record of your offertory
donations for tax purposes, we will begin processing requests in mid January.
We prefer handling these via email in order to reduce administrative costs to
the parish. Please email Amy.Loring@portlanddiocese.org / call 282-3321x105.
For those of you that use WESHARE, our online giving service, you have the
ability to print out your own record of donations for the year by logging into
your account. Thank you for your generosity and cooperation!
Second Collection
This Weekend is for
Retired Religious:
supports retired women
and men religious in the
United States, many
of whom served our
Catholic institutions for
years without receiving
adequate compensation.
Second Collection
Next Weekend is for
Snow Removal:
As the name implies,
this would include fees
associated with snow
clearing, salting & sanding, and the winterization of properties.
Your support is always
appreciated.

